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Appendix 2–4 
 

Lung Screening Study 
Answers to Potential Participant Questions 

 
 

Participation: 
 
1. Why should I participate? 
 
 The study is designed to determine the capabilities of spiral CT and chest X-ray technologies to 

detect lung cancer.  In order to answer this question, the participation of many people in your 
community is important.  By participating, you will help determine the ability of these two 
procedures to detect cancers. 

 
2. Why should I participate if I don’t get the Spiral CT screening test? 
 
 By participating you will make an important contribution to lung cancer research. Lung cancer 

remains the chief cause of cancer death in men and women.  We don’t know whether the spiral CT 
is useful in detecting lung cancer.  To determine whether or not it is useful, it is important to 
compare the participants who receive the spiral CT according to the study protocol to a very 
similar group of study participants who receive chest X-rays.  Therefore, persons who receive 
chest X-rays play a critical role in this study. 

 
3. What other hospitals are in the study? 
 

Six Screening Centers from different areas in the country will participate in the study.  The 
Screening Centers include the following: 
 
• Georgetown University Medical Center, Lombardi Cancer Research Center 

• Henry Ford Health System 

• University of Minnesota School of Public Health/Virginia L. Piper Cancer Institute 

• Washington University School of Medicine 

• Marshfield Medical Research and Education Foundation 

• The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

 
4. I had a bad experience with the hospital/the government lately, why should I help them? 
 
 I’m sorry that your experience was not good.  However, this is a special research study sponsored 

by the National Cancer Institute.  We are committed to making your participation in this study a 
positive experience.  By participating in the study you are helping us to learn more about the 
ability of the spiral CT and chest X-ray screening tests to detect lung cancer at an early stage.   
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5. How will I benefit from the study? 
 
 We don’t know if you will personally benefit but if the study shows that the spiral CT screening 

test is effective, then this type of screening for lung cancer may become common practice in the 
future.  If this study shows that this screening test does not improve detection, doctors will know 
not to use it, saving you and others unnecessary inconvenience and expense.  

 
6. Are there any downsides to participating? 

There are certain risks that might be associated with the screening procedures. 

• A small amount of radiation is received as part of the spiral CT.  This amount is similar to the 
amount received from a mammogram and poses no measurable risk.   A small amount of 
radiation is also received as part of the single-view chest x-ray.  This amount is smaller than 
the amount received from a normal chest x-ray and poses no measurable risk. 

• It is possible that the screening spiral CT or single-view chest x-ray may falsely suggest that 
you have cancer.  In this case, it is possible that you may suffer pain, anxiety and expense that 
could have been avoided if you had never undergone the screening test.  

• It is possible that diagnosis (and treatment) of cancers detected in this study may not prolong 
your life and may result in medical complications. 

 
Eligibility: 
 
1. Am I eligible to participate in this study even though I have _________ (another serious 

medical problem which is not an exclusion criteria)? 
 
 If the medical problem would not interfere with your ability to participate in the screening exam, 

and if it were acceptable to your doctor and to [PI] here at [SC] who is directing the study, you 
would be eligible to participate. 

 
2. If I have ___________ (symptom) am I still eligible for the study? 
 
 [If a potential participant reports a symptom, s/he should be advised to make an appointment with a 

doctor so that the symptom can be evaluated.  The potential participant should be asked to contact 
the SC after the medical evaluation so that eligibility may be determined.] 

 
3. If I recently had __________ (lung exam), am I still eligible for the study? 
 
 [If the screening examination was a spiral CT performed in the last 24 months, then explain to the 

potential participant that s/he is not eligible for the study.  If it was some other test, the Coordinator 
might ask what the result was, and if normal s/he is eligible.  If result was abnormal and s/he is 
currently undergoing diagnostic work up, s/he should contact the SC when results of the work up 
are known.] 
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4. I’m (54 years old/75 years old) why can’t I be in the study? 
 
 We are sorry that you cannot participate.  The best way to conduct a study like the Lung Screening 

Study is to examine people with a similar chance of being diagnosed with the disease under study.  
By including people between 55 and 74 years old, we have identified a group of people at similar 
risk of lung cancer.  

 
5. I am not a smoker, or have only lightly smoked in my lifetime, why can’t I be in the study? 
  

We are sorry that you cannot participate.  The best way to conduct a study like the Lung Screening 
Study is to examine people with a high chance of being diagnosed with the disease under study.  
By including heavy smokers, we have identified a group of people at high risk for lung cancer.  

 
Screening: 
 
1. Who will be conducting these tests?  Are they qualified? 
 
 The tests will be conducted by qualified hospital/clinic staff: doctors, and X-ray technologists.  

These individuals have been trained and have experience conducting these tests.  
 
2. Is the spiral CT or chest X-ray painful? 
 
 Most people do not find these tests to be painful or uncomfortable.  A trained medical professional 

will tell you exactly what to expect before the exam is given and will work with you to ensure a 
pleasant experience. 

 
3. Will you screen my husband/wife/relative/friend? 
 
 If your husband/wife/relative/friend is interested in participating in the study, s/he should call the 

recruitment coordinator [appropriate person at SC] to determine if s/he is eligible.  Remember that 
an eligible participant has an equal chance of being assigned to either the spiral CT group or the 
chest X-ray group.  If assigned to the spiral CT group, your husband/wife/relative/friend would 
receive the spiral CT test; if assigned to the chest X-ray group, your husband/wife/relative/friend 
would not receive the spiral CT test. 

 
Screening Test Results: 
 
1. If my test results are abnormal, does that mean I have cancer? 
 
 Not necessarily.  An abnormal screening test result usually means that further information is 

needed before a diagnosis can be made.  Screening tests do identify cancer, but they also identify 
other conditions, some of which are harmless.  All participants with test results which are 
suspicious for cancer will be referred to their doctor for diagnostic evaluation. 
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2. I don’t have a doctor.  Who will get my test results? 
 
 All test results will be sent to you and to the doctor of your choice.  If you do not have a doctor and 

you have an abnormal test result, we will be happy to refer you to a doctor here at [SC associated 
hospital]. 

 
3. Can I have the results of my test? 
 
 Yes.  Your test results will be sent to you within 3 weeks of your screening exam.   
 
4. If something abnormal is found, do I have to go to a doctor here, or can I go to my own 

doctor? 
 
 You may go to the doctor of your choice.  All test results will be sent to your doctor.  If you would 

like to be referred to a doctor here at [SC], we will be happy to give you a referral list of 
recommended doctors. 

 
5. Who will see the results of my tests? 
 
 You and the doctor of your choice will be notified as to whether the results of your test are normal 

or abnormal.  Results will be seen by certain study personnel.  All study personnel must conform 
to the hospital and federal regulations regarding confidentiality.  They must keep all information 
provided by study participants and all test results confidential. 

 
Diagnostic Evaluation: 
 
1. Will you recommend specific diagnostic examinations if abnormalities are detected on the 

screening exams? 
 
 Although we will not recommend specific diagnostic examinations, we will be happy to assist you 

in any way possible to obtain the best medical care.  We [SC] will send a letter notifying you and 
your doctor as to the results of the examination.  When abnormalities are detected, the letter states 
that we recommend that you make an appointment to discuss these findings with your doctor.  
Your doctor may recommend specific diagnostic examinations or refer you to a specialist who can 
evaluate the abnormality found on the screening examination. 

 
 If you do not have a primary care physician and would like us [SC] to provide you with a list of 

recommended physicians, we will be happy to do so. 
 
2. If my screening exam detects abnormalities, will you recommend specific doctors, if I ask, to 

perform a diagnostic work up? 
 
 If the screening exams detect abnormalities and you would like us [SC] to give you a list of 

recommended physicians, we will be happy to do so. 
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3. Will the screening center recommend specific surgeons if I ask? 
 
 If you would like us [SC] to give you a list of recommended surgeons, we will be happy to do so. 
 
 
General Questions About Cancer: 
 
1. What can I do to lower my risk of lung cancer? 
 
 The [Health Education/Risk Reduction/________ Clinic here at SC\Cancer Information Service at 

1-800-4-CANCER] has/have information about what you can do to lower your risk of lung cancer.  
I’ll be glad to tell you how to contact them. 

 
2. If I have already been diagnosed with lung cancer, do I have an increased risk of developing 

other types of cancer? 
 
 I’ll be happy to [make an appointment/give you the telephone number] so you can speak with 

__________ here at [SC associated medical center] who is very knowledgeable in this area, and 
can answer your questions.  Or you can call 1-800-4-CANCER, the Cancer Information Service of 
the National Cancer Institute and speak with a Cancer Information Specialist who can answer your 
questions. 

 
3. Do you have additional information on lung cancer? 
 
 I’ll be happy to give you the telephone number so you can speak with _______ here at [SC 

associated medical center] who is very knowledgeable in this area and can answer your questions.  
Or you can call 1-800-4-CANCER, the Cancer Information Service of the National Cancer 
Institute and speak with a Cancer Information Specialist who can answer your questions. 

 
4. My relative had lung cancer.  Does that mean I’ll get it too? 
 
 If you have a close relative with lung cancer, your chance of having lung cancer yourself does 

become stronger.  This does not mean, however, that you will definitely get the disease.  In fact, 
lung cancer is a rare disease even among people with relatives who have had the disease. 

 
 If you’d like me to, I’ll be happy to [make an appointment/give you the telephone number] so you 

can speak with _________ here at [SC associated medical center] who is very knowledgeable in 
this area and can answer your questions.  Or you can call 1-800-4-CANCER, the Cancer 
Information Service of the National Cancer Institute and speak with a Cancer Information 
Specialist who can answer your questions. 
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5. There’s a lot of cancer in my family, that worries me. 
 
 If you have a close relative with lung cancer, your chance of having lung cancer yourself does 

become stronger. This does not mean, however, that you will definitely get the disease. 
 
 If you like, I’ll be happy to [make an appointment/give you the telephone number] so you can 

speak with ______ here at [SC associated medical center] who is very knowledgeable in this area 
and can answer your questions.  Or you can call 1-800-4-CANCER, the Cancer Information 
Service of the National Cancer Institute and speak with a Cancer Information Specialist who can 
answer your questions. 

 
6. My relative was recently diagnosed with lung cancer.  I wonder if s/he’s getting the right 

treatment? 
 
 I’ll be happy to [make an appointment/give you the telephone number] so you can speak with 

________ here at [SC associated medical center] who is very knowledgeable in this area and can 
answer your questions.  Or you can call 1-800-4-CANCER, the Cancer Information Service of the 
National Cancer Institute and speak with a Cancer Information Specialist who can answer your 
questions. 

 
7. Do you have a support group for individuals who have lung cancer? 
 
 Yes, I’ll be happy to give you the name and telephone number of the contact person/I’m not sure, 

so I will give you the telephone number of _______ here at [SC associated medical center] who 
will know what support groups are available/give you the telephone number of Cancer Information 
Service of the National Cancer Institute, 1-800-4-CANCER.  Either one can tell you what support 
groups are available. 

 
8. I think I am at high risk for cancer and I should be in the group that receives the spiral CT 

examination. 
 
 For scientific reasons, assignments need to be made at random.  If you choose to participate, you 

will have an equal chance of being assigned to either the spiral CT or to the chest-X-ray group.  
Please remember that at this time, it is not known whether screening with spiral CT is beneficial or 
not beneficial for individuals at high risk of lung cancer. 

 
  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


